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A true story that is both uniquely moving and exceptionally inspiring, Emergence is the first-hand

account of a courageous autistic woman who beat the odds and cured herself. As a child, Temple

Grandin was forced to leave her "normal" school and enroll in a school for autistic children. This

searingly honest account captures the isolation and fears suffered by autistics and their families and

the quiet strength of one woman who insisted on a miracle.
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There are not enough words or good enough words to describe this book, or the person who wrote

this book. I have been aware of the presence of Temple Grandin for some years now. I have read

about her in Oliver Sack's books. I have seen journalistic shows concerning her on television. I have

known that she is considered autistic (been diagnosed as that)and that she had a Ph.D. and works

with animals, primarily livestock. All of this information predisposed me to be interested in her life,

and ready to admire her for everything that she has accomplished.However, it was not until my own

nephew was diagnosed as having a developmental delay problem of his own, Asperger's, that I

actually sought out more information about Temple Grandin and autism. In studying neuroscience,

we just barely scratched the surface of this disability, and I remember thinking that this was an area

of great dissent and of great need. Above all, there is an obvious need to hear from those who have

autism. There are many books out there by parents, by physicians and scientists, by educators and

psychiatrists. But there are few books by those who live the life of someone with autism. As a deaf

person I know that those who would understand what it is like to be deaf in a hearing world cannot



possibly imagine the problems, the obstacles, and even the joys which come with my differences.

So I am also aware that I cannot understand other disabilities and differences unless they are told to

me by someone who has actually been through it themselves.Grandin does a great service to those

with autism and those who have loved ones with autism or developmental delay disabilities.
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